
 

It is my sincere pleasure to be sending this message to all ORNAA   
members and visitors to our website. 

 

I have just had the opportunity to attend two significant meetings; the  
ORNAA board meetings and conference in Red Deer October 22 ï 25 
and the ORNAC board meetings November 8

th
 and 9

th 
in Toronto.   It is 

always stimulating to see perioperative Registered Nurses at these  
meetings and to listen to the stories about their work; the work done to 
provide the very best outcome for a surgical patient.   I wonder, though, if 
these nurses realize just how special the work they do is and if they     
recognize the impact they have on others.  

 

Have you ever heard the saying ñFor every action there is a reactionò? 

 

When you smiled at the worried and frightened mother, and touched her 
arm, telling her you would take care of her critically ill son as she          
accompanied him to the doors of the OR ï did you know she exhaled and 
relaxed?  She was able to return to her waiting family and give them the 
support they needed to get through the next few hours. 

 

When you are masked and scrubbed, and gowned and gloved, and 
opened your sterile instrument pan and noticed a small tear on the wrist 
of your glove ï you change your gloves and requested new instruments 
and supplies that may have been potentially contaminated - did you know 
you prevented a surgical site infection?  Nursing practice is based on 
knowledge from scientific evidence.   

 

Did you know the son was transferred to the unit and reunited with his 
family, when the successful surgical procedure was completed? 

 

When the son was well on his way to recovery, two weeks later and     
almost ready for discharge ï did you know he contracted a hospital      
acquired infection?  Tragically his family was never able to take him 
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home.  Did you know that 1.4 million people worldwide suffer from hospital   
acquired infections annually and did you know that 8,000 to 12, 000 thousand 
of those are Canadian?  Unfortunately many people die from complications 
from hospital acquired infections.  At least 50% of these infections could have 
been prevented. 

 

Did you know that a family told me the above story?  I was privileged to have 
had the opportunity to see the work of perioperative Registered Nurses 
through the eyes of a patientôs family.   

 

Perioperative Registered Nurses - be proud and remember how special you 
are.   You are the golden stars of asepsis.  Your practice prevents infections 
and leads to positive postoperative patient outcomes.   Truly ñFor every action 
there is a reactionò? 

 

I would like to take this time to wish everyone a very Merry Holiday Season 
and best wishes for the New Year. 

Kelly Kuz 

ORNAA President 
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The ORNAA Board is 

Wishing You Good Health and Good Cheer this Holiday   Season and 

All Through the Year. 
 Kelly Kuz                      Barb Mushayandebvu                   Gloria Nemecek               Catherine Kelly 

           President         President Elect        Treasurer      Secretary 
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